2001, but did not happen                                                                 B: History Teaching

History 497, Topics in Cultural History: Bourgeois Virtue

Deirdre McCloskey,  History, Economics, and English

Officially 2:00-4:45, Thursdays, 316 SH  [Or by arrangement at 1:00 at my office UH 829: In the first class we will try to reschedule the seminar to meet at 1:00-3:45, in order to participate in the Economic History Workshop at Northwestern University, meeting 4:30-6:00 every Thursday.  I will be driving up to Evanston at 3:45 each Thursday and can take and return anyone who wants to attend; the ride will be an extension of the seminar!]

The story is of the rise of a prudential rhetoric in the Netherlands and England in the 17th century, its triumph in the Scottish Enlightenment and American colonial thought in the 18th century, and its decline after 1848 from, as Shaw once called it, the Great Conversion.  An ethics of the virtues, as old as Aristotle and as new as feminist ethics, provides a way out of the growing self-hatred of the bourgeoisie.  “Bourgeois virtue” is not a contradiction in terms.  Economists are recognizing that virtue underlies a market economy; economic historians have long understood so in the lives of Quakers and the vital few.  What the social sciences have not recognized since the 18th century and its notion of doux commerce is that a market economy can underlie the virtues.  Not all virtues.  Some virtues--in fact the ones we celebrate in philosophy and myth--are pagan or Christian, aristocratic and plebeian.  We need new philosophies and myths,  new readings of the ancient virtues, to suit a world in which we are all now bourgeois.

Buy the books through barnesandnoble.com or amazon.com: they come in a few days.  To facilitate discussion please use only the editions specified for the books (the total is about $130, for books worth having in your library).

Aug. 23: Introductions, personal and to the subject: The Rise and Fall of an Intellectually Respectable Ideology for the Bourgeoisie.

Aug. 30: McCloskey’s papers for Bourgeois Virtue (available in front of my office, UH 829, at noon on Friday, August 24).

Sept. 6: Adam Smith, The Theory of Moral Sentiments (1759, 1790), Raphael and Macfie, eds., Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1976, reprinted Indianapolis: Liberty Fund, 1982, ISBN 0-86597-0120-2 (not available on barnesandnoble.com; available on amazon.com for $12, or $3 [!] used; make sure you buy the “Glasgow Edition” from Oxford and Liberty Fund: there are inferior, and more expensive, substitutes], careful reading of the editors’ Introduction and Part I, pp. 1-66 of the text. 

Sept. 13:  Smith, Parts II and III, pp. 67-178.

Sept. 20: Smith, Part IV, pp. 179-342.

Sept. 27 [Yom Kippur: we may want to reschedule the class]: Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusoe: An Authoritative Text, Contexts, Criticism, 2nd ed.  (Shinagel, ed., Norton Critical Edition).  NY: Norton, 1993 [1719], entire, including all criticism.  ISBN: 0393964523, Paper, $8.15.
[Oct. 4 NO CLASS]

[Oct. 11 NO CLASS]

Oct 18: Leonore Davidoff and Catherine Hall.  Family Fortunes: Men and Women of the English Middle Class, 1780-1850.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987.  Paper, ISBN 0-226-137323-3,  $17.60

Oct 25: Ēmile Zola, Money.  Trans. E. A. Vizetelly, Biographical Note, Sheila Michell.  Far Thrupp Stroud, Gloucestershire: Sutton, 1991 [1891], ISBN: 0750900202, paper $10.95.

Nov 1: Victoria E. Thompson, The Virtuous Marketplace: Women and Men, Money and Politics in Paris, 1830-1870.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000.  ISBN 0-8018-6414-3, hardback, $32.00.

Nov 8: Sinclair Lewis, Babbitt.   NY: Viking Penguin,  J. M. Hutchisson (Introduction), 1996 [1922], ISBN 0140189025, paper, $9.95.

Nov 15: Burton Bledstein [Dept of Hist, UIC] and Robert Johnston, eds.  The Middling Sort: Explorations in the History of the American Middle Class.  NY and London: Routledge, 2001, paper ISBN 0-415-92642-4, $23.95 entire.

[Nov 22 Thanksgiving]

Nov 29 Last Class: Recuperation of a Bourgeois Ideology?  David Lodge, Nice Work.   NY: Viking Penguin, 1990, ISBN: 0140133968, paper, $11.65.
EXTRA NOTES:

6 books, three weeks for five of them each, very thorough reading.

Two weeks on an academic book, one week on a novel?  Zola, Balzac, Mann, Sinclair Lewis, David Lodge.

Adam Smith, The Theory of Moral Sentiments.

[Jürgen Kocka and Allan Mitchell.  Bourgeois Society in Nineteenth-Century Europe, Oxford and Providence, RI: Berg, 1993.  Paper, ISBN 0-85496-414-2  limited availability: try amazon.com and barnesandnoble.com for secondhand copies; use Chicago Public and other libraries.]

Robert W. Fogel.  The Fourth Great Transformation: 

Dror Wahrman.  Imagining the Middle Class: The Political Representation of Class in Britain, c. 1780-1840. Cambridge and NY: Cambridge University Press, 1995.  paper $24.95

Jean-Christophe Agnew.  Worlds Apart: The Market and the Theatre in Anglo-American Thought, 1550-1750.  Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 1986.  ISBN 0-521-24322-X

[G. R. Searle.  Morality and the Market in Victorian Britain.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998.  ISBN 0-19-820698-4.]
Arthur Miller.  The Price, NY and Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1985 [1968], ISBN 0-14-048194-X  

PAGE  
1

