UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

History 16E:152  Spring Semester 1999

Modern Britain, 1867-present
Deirdre McCloskey, Professor of History

Class:  Tu, Th 10:55-12:10, in 140 SH

Office hours: by appointment in 336 South Pappajohn Business Administration Building (the B School, south wing of its L shape, closest to Pentacrest; call 338-1661 or, better, write by e-mail to deirdre-mccloskey@uiowa.edu) or before class in Shaeffer 162, my history office.  

History Department, 280 Schaeffer Hall, hours 8-12; 1-5; chair Professor S. Stromquist.

The objectives are: (1.) To persuade you to teach yourself an overview of British history in the period; (2.) to give you a lively sense of what Britain was like and how it has changed over the past century or so; (3.) to improve your rhetorical skills in critical reading and persuasive writing and speaking (like most courses in the Department of History this is a course so to speak in “rhetoric,” that is, making a case, the main thing on which you are graded--memorization is merely the high-school part of making a case); (4.) to reflect on the middle class in British history, since it is in our period that the middle class becomes controversial (and utterly dominant) in British life.  “Bourgeois virtue” (and vice) is the main substantive theme of the course.  In most lectures and discussions we’ll be touching on it.


I will pass out some essays of mine that bear on the period, 

1.) “Bourgeois Virtue” (The American Scholar 63 (2, Spring 1994): 177-191

2.) (with L. Sandberg) “From Damnation to Redemption: Judgments on the Late Victorian Entrepreneur.”  Explorations in Economic History 9 (Fall 1971): 89-108.

3.) “Women’s Work for Wages in the 20th Century,” in draft.


For the rest we’ll read one scholarly monograph (Braybon and Summerfield if we can get it, otherwise I’ll get another one), so that you see what front-line work in history consists of, and short novels and memoirs, all of them readable and historically important.  Notice that we will not trudge through a standard textbook (you may find it useful to read one or two later on your own, once you have a feel for why the events matter from a human point of view).  You must buy the editions specified to make class discussion possible.  All the books are required, are available at Iowa Book and Supply, and will be read entire:

James Joyce.  Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man.   1916.  A Catholic boyhood in Ireland in the 1890s.  Cheapo edition (Dover) $2.00.  ISBN 0486280500

Pat Barker.  The Eye in the Door.  Penguin 1993.  A novel of the Great War and war resisters in 1918.  ISBN 0452272726     $12.00 paper

George Orwell.  The Road to Wigan Pier.  1937.  Orwell’s account of his voyage into Depression-era England.   ISBN 0156767503    $11.00 paper

Muriel Spark.  The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie.  Penguin 1961.  A novel of Scotland, the lower middle class, and fascism in the 1930s embodied in an inspired school teacher.  HarperCollins ISBN 0060931736   $13.00

Gail Braybon and Penny Summerfield, Out of the Cage: Women’s Work in the Two World Wars.  1987.  The main piece of scholarship we will examine.  The trouble is that it’s out of print, and we may not able to get enough copies.  If we can’t I’ll substitute another book.  about $40.

David Lodge.  Nice Work.  Penguin, 1988.  Bourgeois vs. Clerisy in England in the 1980s, a love story.  ISBN 0140133968 

There will be two films, shown in class in two pieces:

“Chariots of Fire,”  dir. Hugh Hudson (1981), 123 min.  Class and religion in the 1924 British Olympic team.  To be shown February 18 and 23.

“Room at the Top,” dir. Jack Clayton, starring Laurence Harvey, Simone Signoret (1959, 115 min.).  Ruthlessness in class climbing in the provinces during the 1950s.  To be shown March 23 and 25.

And two hour exams, the first on Tuesday, February 16th and the second on Thursday, March 25th.  Expect questions on everything in the course up to that class: books, essays, films, class discussion.  About 40% of grade.

And occasional short essays in addition to the one-pager you will read out to the class.  Probably two or three of these.  About 25% of grade.  35% including your one-pager.  Quizzes, in-class participation = the rest (25%).  These are rough indications, not a formula for calculating your grade.

Schedule of Lectures
Jan 19: introductions

Jan 21: lecture: Britain in 1867: a poor country on top.

Jan 26: discussion:  read: McCloskey, “Bourgeois Virtue” {when I say “read” I mean that you should come to class having read the entire thing, and be ready for a factual quiz on it} [Topics for one-pagers: 1867, Aug. 15, Second Reform Bill; 1869, July 26, Disestablishment Act]

Jan 28:  lecture: The British Empire at the Jubilee  [1870, Aug 9, Education Bill; 1874, Feb. 21, Disraeli defeats Gladstone]

Feb 2:  discussion:  read Joyce, Portrait of the Artist [1882, May 6, Phoenix Park murders; 1885, Jan 26, fall of Khart(o)um]

Feb 4:  discussion: more on Joyce  [1886, July, Home Rule defeated; 1889, Aug. 15-Sept 16, Great London Dock Strike]

Feb 9:  discussion: read McCloskey and Sandberg, “From Damnation” [1892: Keir Hardie elected MP; 1901, Jan 22: QueenVictoria dies]

Feb 11:  First half of Chariots of Fire shown with in-film discussion [Taff Vale decision]

Feb 16: FIRST HOUR EXAM.  On all material, including first half of Chariots.  Cheaters will get an F in the course.

Feb 18: Second half of Chariots.

Feb 23:   lecture: The Somme [1902, July, Taff Vale decision; 1909, The People’s Budget]

Feb 25:   discussion: read Barker, The Eye in the Door [1910, Parliament Bill passes; 1914, Aug 4, Britain declares war on Germany]

Mar 2:   discussion: more Barker; WW I generally [1916, May 31-June 1, Battle of Jutland; 1918, Nov 11, Armistice]

Mar 4:   discussion: read Spark, The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie [1919, June 28, Treaty of Versailles; 1924, Jan 22, first Labour government]

Mar 9:   discussion: more on Spark [1925, May 3-12, General Strike; 1931, Sept 21, Britain abandons gold]

Mar 11: First half of Room at the Top, with in-class commentary [1936, Dec 10, Abdication of Edward VIII]; Orwell handout will be distributed.

SPRING VACATION

Mar 23: Second half of Room at the Top.

Mar 25: SECOND HOUR EXAM

Mar 30:  discussion: read Orwell, The Road to Wigan Pier [1938, Sept, Munich agreement; 1939, Sept 3, war declared on Germany]

Apr 1:   discussion: more on Orwell [1940, summer, The Battle of Britain; 1945, July 26, Labour victory]

Apr 6:    lecture: TBA     [1946, National Health Service Act; 1947, Aug 15, Partition of India]

Apr 8:    discussion; read McCloskey, draft on “Women’s Wages and Labour, 1900-present” [1949, devaluation of the pound; 1951, Conservatives return to power]

Apr 20:  discussion: Braybon and Summerfield, Out of the Cage, if we can get it.  Otherwise the substitute [1953, Coronation of Elizabeth II; 1956, November, Suez Crisis]

Apr 22:  discussion: more Braybon and Summerfield; [1959, Oct, Macmillan’s massive victory; 1966, Seamen’s Strike]

Apr 27:  lecture: Swinging London [1963, first Beattles LP; 1974, Coal Strike] 

Apr 29:  discussion: read Lodge, Nice Work [1979, Thatcher is Prime Minister; 1982, Falklands War; ]

May 4:   discussion: continue Lodge [1984-85, Miners’ Strike; 1991, Gulf War]

May 6: Last class: what happened in British history, 1867-1999


Every week for the first month of classes you must watch “question time” in the House of Commons, rebroadcast every Sunday night at 8:00 p.m. on CNN-2, channel 53 on the local cable.  You will get a lively understanding of British politics in our period, and grasp something of the peculiar workings of the Mother of Parliaments.  You will be quizzed at random on what happened and what it means.

Each class will start with a brief presentation read out loud on the Events of the Day [in square brackets] by one or two students; assignments will be made in the first class and later corrected for drops and adds.  The minipaper, which you hand in on the spot after you read it out loud, is one page long, double spaced, no title page, spellchecked, uneven right margins, well printed, a report to your boss.  Make it useful to your classmates, a concise report on What Happened and How Historians Have Revised the Newspapers.  You will be graded for the paper and for the presentation.  Your classmates will be graded later on the content.  Read the paper out loud to yourself or a roommate before presenting it: that will help you get pomposities and silliness out of it, since you will imagine your classmates snickering!  You must read some of the coverage of the event in the London Times when it happened and consult some secondary work of British history (as simple as an encyclopedia article or as elaborate as a monograph on the event) to find if you can spot a gap between the newspaper coverage at the time and the professional historian’s view of it afterwards.  On a second sheet stapled to the presentation you must give the exact dates of the Times article or articles and the exact citation for the secondary source (“the Internet” is not an adequate citation: it must be possible for the reader to find the exact passage).  The Times (remember: London, not New York!) is available in bound volumes which may be requested at the Circulation Desk of the Main Library (it’s also available on microfilm if the volume you need is not available).  There is an index, which you should start with, at AI21.T47  (that’s AI as in Artificial Intelligence) in the Reference Room.  To do this right you’ll need to start a week before.

Schedule of lectures; you will be asked to discuss any reading for the :

Topics:

women’s work

The Somme

trade unionism: “I’m All Right, Jack.”

Victorian failure

Empire (use Jan Morris?)

socialist hatred of the bourgeoisie

Thatcherism

suffragettes

cricket

women’s history book

2.) “The Industrial Revolution: A Survey” (pp.      in R. Floud and D. McCloskey, eds. The Economic History of Britain, 1700-Present (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994).

3.) “Magnanimous Albion: Free Trade and British National Income, 1841-1881,” Explorations in Economic History 17 (July 1980): 303-320.

4.) “New Perspectives on the Old Poor Law,” Explorations in Economic History 10 (Summer 1973): 419-436.


The books we will read, each one entire, are:

Patrick O’Brien, The Commodore (NY: Norton, 1994), available at Prairie Lights bookstore (for $4.98, even in hardback).

The rest are available (only) at Iowa Book and Supply.  You must buy these editions only, since in class we will be referring to page numbers.

Benjamin Disraeli, Sybil  (1845).  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1981

Leonore Davidoff and Catherine Hall, Family Fortunes: Men and Women of the English Middle Class, 1780-1850.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 199    . 

Dror Wahrman, Imagining the Middle Class: The Political Representation of Class in Britain, c. 1780-1840.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 199   .

F. M. L. Thompson, The Rise of Respectable Society: A Social History of Victorian Britain, 1830-1900.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 199   .

These are big books.  The O’Brien is a historical novel, and easy to absorb; Disraeli’s is a contemporary novel, by a politician, and needs to gotten into sympathetically; the other three are tough, serious, first-chorus, professional history, which you will learn to read critically, and quickly.

Requirements:  (1.) Quizzes on geography and chronology (10%); (2.) ID midterm examination (15%); (3.) Undergraduates: Numerous short papers on the themes and books of the course; grad students: detailed research paper due before the end of the term (no exceptions); (4.) In-class exercises and participation, such as assigned roles as discussion leader.

SPECIAL DATES: No class on Monday, February 9; Friday, February 13: Big Quiz on map of Britain and outline Chronology of 1860-1867; Wednesday, April 8 will be an identifications test on the content of all the books read up to that point; no essay questions; No class on Friday, April 24; There will be no final examination in Exam Week.

Deirdre McCloskey, “Bourgeois Virtue.” The American Scholar, Spring , 1994.

Deirdre McCloskey, “The Industrial Revolution: A Survey.”  Pp.

Patrick O’Brien, The Commodore
Benjamin Disraeli, Sybil, or, The Two Nations (1848)

George Eliot, Middlemarch
whgatshisface on slavery, two parts in AHR

David Landes’ book?  Not Britain specific, I imagine.

The idea is:

My ideas: Bour Virtue and Ec Hist

Chronology and maps mastered.  Library search.

Fiction:

need one for late 18th century

Some Events

Learn What They Mean

Memorize Their Sequence

1760-1820  Geo. III

1763 Treaty of Paris

1770-1782  Ministry of Lord North

1775-1783  What?

1780  Gordon Riots

1783-1801  First Ministry of William Pitt the Younger

1789  What?

1793  War with France

1794 Speenhamland

1797 Mutiny at Spithead

1798  Revolution in Ireland

1801  Union with Ireland

1802 Treaty of Amiens

1804  War with France renewed; Oct 21, Battle of Trafalgar

1807 Abolition of slave trade

1811 Geo. III mad; Regency of George, Prince of Wales

1812-1827  Lord Liverpool prime minister

1815, June 18: Battle of Waterloo
1817 Coercion Acts

1819 Peterloo

1820-30 George IV

1828 Repeal of the Test Act

1829 Catholic Emancipation

1830  July Revolution in France

1830-37, William IV (brother of Geo. IV)

1832  Reform Bill, June 4

1833 Abolition of slavery in British colonies

1834 New Poor Law

1835 First ministry of Robert Peel

1837-1901 Victoria

1839  Chrtist Petition to Parliament

1841-46 Second Peel cabinet

1846, June 6  Repeal of the Corn Laws

1846-52 Lord Russell’s ministry

1851 The Great Exhibition

1854-56 Crimean War

1860 Cobden-Chervalier Treaty

1861-65 What?  

1865 Death of Lord Palmerston

1868 First Disraeli Ministry

1867 The Second Reform Bill

1868-74 First Gladstone Ministry
\

Notes on Pat Barker, The Eye in the Door

Locate:  London, Craiglockhart, Salford, France, The Line

Dr. W. H. R. (Charles) Rivers (1864-1922)= psychiatrist hero of the trilogy

Siegfried Sassoon (1886-1967)

“The Kiss”

To these I turn, in these I trust—

Brother Lead and Sister Steel.

To his blind power I make appeal,

I guard her beauty clean from rust.

He spins and burns and loves the air,

And splits a skull to win my praise;

But in the nobly marching days

She glitters naked, cold and fair.

Sweet Sister, grant your soldier this:

That in good fury he may feel

The body where he sets his heel

Quail from your downward darting kiss.

25 April 1916.  Sassoon explains, “A famous Scotch Major (Campbell) came and lectured on the bayonet. ‘The bayonet and the bullet and brother and sister,’ he said.”

Lt. Billy Prior -- Sarah

Charles Manning – Jane (wife) (children Robert, James

Beattrice Roper, suffragette (William Roper

    Hettie Roper

Patrick MacDowell (Mac)  (  mother Lizzie the whore

Edward Carpenter

Lionel Spragge

Major Lode

Edward Carpenter

Lloyd George, Winston Churchill

Vocabulary: conchie, a Board, neurasthenia, temporary gentleman, suffragettes, quid, gob-stopper, “Cameronians with sweaty feet” (72).

Lecture 

Britain in 1867:

A Poor Nation on Top

Don’t take many notes.  This will be very statistical, so I’ll make my detailed notes available in the next class.

“A nation”:  here it is.  You must learn this map to be able to read English history or literature.

Draw it now in your notes, and place these:

London, Manchester, Birmingham, Edinburgh, Dublin, Wigan, South Wales, Yorkshire, Lancashire, the Midlands, East Anglia, Cornwall, Portsmouth, Glasgow, the Highlands, Liverpool, Leeds, Sheffield, Coventry, Dover.  

The scale: From Land’s End to John o’Groats is about 500 miles, the width about half that.  So it fits in the US from Maine to Virginia (14.3 million in 1870 vs. GB = 26.4 m and UK = 31.8 m in 1871; about twice the population of a similar area in US). 

England: The Giant.  C of England, called Episcopalian here.  Population already concentrated in SE, Midlands, NW in a core.  Mountains show in the rainfall map.  The westerlies make for a “maritime” climate, unlike our “continental.”  Thus Seattle.  Gulf Stream.  Palms in SW England.

London alone had almost 4 million people (Dallas-Fort Worth or Detroit now in 1990); Manchester 1.4, Birmingham a million.

Des Moines 400,000 now.  In 1871 London, Manchester, Glasgow, Birmingham, Liverpool were larger.

Wales long absorbed: 15th century.  So in the population tables you get “England and Wales” at 23 million in 1871.  It was to double in the next century.  Yet Welsh was still spoken, and is in the Welsh Church outside town.  “Lone Tree.”  Wales contained in 1871 a little over a million people; that it grew by rapid industrialization to nearly 2 million by 1911 saved Welsh as a language.  Here’s Welsh (pass books).  The religion was Methodism, chiefly, a low church offspring of the C of E.

Scotland in union: no issue of independence; in fact Scottish culture had been absorbed into the British nation.  3.4 million: this was why it was absorbed--its population was always dwarfed by the thick population of S. and central England.  “Scots” is the lowland version of English (show lowlands).  “Scots Gaelic” is the Celtic language of the highlands and islands, still alive then but dying.  Religion: Presbyterianism, the established religion of Scotland, a Calvinist version of Protestantism.

But Ireland in another matter.  John Bull’s other island.  It spoke mainly English, tho I had a great-great g-mother who spoke only Irish.  Above all it was Catholic, and still restless in the union.  And it was still BIG: 5.4 million. this even after the Famine of 1845-46.  This was 1/6 of the UK.  Down from it’s terrifying peak of 8.2 m, nearly 1/4 of the whole, in 1841.

So, a nation by now.  Still highly regionalized by accent and custom.  But more a nation than any other large country in Europe except perhaps France.  People thought of themselves as “English” at least and were beginning to think of themselves as “British.”
2/3 of the people could read around 1870.  By the War 95 percent could.

Population very young.  In 1871 children 9 and under in Eng & Wales were 25 % of the population.  By 1931 it had fallen to 16 %.

In 1871: Eng&Wales births per woman aged 15-44 per year was 152/1000.  By  the 1930s it was in the 60s/1000.   The birth rate/total population fell from 35/1000 to 15/1000.  This of course meant that family sizes halved: a big change in the condition of women.

Death rates: 1870 = 22.6, 1921 = 12.1.  Not from medicine, which was still killing more people than it saved.

Industrial?  Well, yes by comparison with other countries.  No by comparison with what it was still to become.  

In Britain (note Ireland): 1871 still 15% of L in agriculture, another 15% in domestic service (about 40% of women with market occupations).  The “industrial” share was already about as high as it would get (43%), but a lot of unreformed “industries” still existed.  First industrial Nation.

Women earned half what men did, as was true until after WW II.

In 1870 the absolute scale of the UK and US economies were the same.  GDP/ head was $3400 in UK in 1871 (1900 $$).

SO WHAT!?

Compared with:

*$1700 in UK in 1820: so doubled as criticisms of Kism were forming.

*$2500 in US in 1871.  Still richest country in the world (except for Australia and NZ, the equivalent of Kuwait nowadays), and remained so until overtaken by US in 1905 and rest of Europe after WWII.

*in 1871:

$1900 in Germany and France

  $657 in India

  $523 in China

*The 1871 is about the same as threse countries in 1992-94: Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Peru, China, South Africa.

* By 1941, $7100: about doubled in 70 years.  I%/year.  Slow.

* In the next 50 years to $16,000, more than another doubling: faster.  

BUT LOOK: Move from China now to US in mid 1970s.  Enormous increase.
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