Final Short Essay
Wall Street and Thousand Acres view capitalism at the end of the 20th century.  According to their creators, how have capitalism and the bourgeoisie changed since Ben Franklin?  Are they right?  

Write on it for two typed pages (stapled, not right-justified,  spellchecked, printed with a good ribbon, no title page, no long quotations, exact citations, don’t start sentences with “However,” don't say what you’re going to say, don’t misspell “bourgeois”).  

Superficial form: Think of The Boss.

Writing style: Imagine yourself a Sophisticated Writer

Themes: Use your sentences as a digging tool.  Test you ideas.  Disagree with yourself but seek synthesis.  Ask, So what?

Dues, without fail, no excuses (your boss wouldn’t accept them), on Thursday, the last day of class.

Second Hour Exam

Write on the paper itself.  If you need more room, go to the back of the sheets.  Anyone caught cheating by Ms. Reese will get an automatic and unchangeable F in the course. 

MORE FACTS

1.) [10 points] Give the dates of the events of the books and the film in the course so far by putting them on a time scale with the Revolutionary War, World War II, the Civil War, the Great Depression, World War I, the Mexican War, the Spanish-American War.  Use a line to indicate a long span if necessary.

Early                                                                                                                                          Late

2.) Identify briefly [2 points each, 22 points in all, whiz thru them]:

Bernstein


Boss Gettys


Bromfield Corey


Leland


Myra


Paul Riesling


Rogers


The Fairy Girl


Vergil Gunch


Xanadu


Zenith

3.) And then identity these briefly briefly [3 points each, 21 points in all]:

“. . . with nothing but the American poetry of vivid purpose to light them up”


“`But I’m going to--oh, I’m going to start something! he vowed, and he tried to make it sound valiant.”


“He was the first novelist to tell us explicitly into what stupid, and finally devastating, social damnation we were drifting”


“I am an American.”


“I don’t know I as I should always say it paid; but if I done it, and the thing was to do over again, right in the same way, I guess I should have to do it.”


“Our Ideal Citizen--I picture him first and foremost as being busier than a bird-dog”


“You don’t know what it’s like to have the whole audience not want you”

4.) The Essay [14 points, 1/4 of grade]


Judging from the materials in Silas Marner, Citizen Kane, and Babbitt, to which you should make reference, what were the major economic changes between 1870 and 1940?  That is, discuss the economic truths and myths about the American economy our three authors used (Howells, Wells, and Lewis).

First Hour Exam
FACTS 

[This section should take you 35 minutes, and is 35 out of 60 points total]
What year was Franklin born?

In South Korea since 1953 real income has been growing at 7 percent a year.  Down to 1993 by what factor (e.g. 4 times, 1000 times) would it have increased over the level of 1953?  Circle your answer.

What roughly is per capita income now in the USA?

What roughly is per capita income now in very poor countries, such as India?

What roughly was the population of the USA in 1900?

What share of the population of the British North American colonies in 1776 were indentured servants or the descendants of indentured servants?

What are the significance of:

Three loaves under his arm.

“I cannot boast of much Success in acquiring the reality of this Virtue”

What is the share of government (Federal, state, and local) expenditure in total national expenditure now and in 1900?

Give the dates for these:

Edison invents the lightbulb

Eli Whitney invents cotton gin

Erie Canal opens

first radio broadcasts

Golden Spike

Hoover president

telegraph invented

Vietnam War

What do these dates signify?

1776

1789

1861-65

1917-18

1941-45

Draw a little map of the USA with these located: Iowa, Chicago, New York, New Orleans, Atlantic Ocean, Mississippi River, Appalachian Mountains:

ANALYSIS

Describe the Five Virtues and how Franklin exhibited each [15 minutes, 1/4 of the grade].

Your roommate is a trifle weird, and wants to know very much what Professor McCloskey’s view of “modern economic growth “is.  Explain it, to the roommate, in language he or she can understand without training in economics or history.  You’ll need to touch on the leap upward in income, the role of ingenuity, convergence, what’s going to happen in the next 50 years.  [Only 10 minutes, 1/6 of the grade]
First Surprise Quiz

Your entire grade depends on this, because it exhibits your attachment to Prudence [<== Irony Alert]

1.) How many years does it take something to double that is growing at 1% per year?

2.) What year was Franklin born?

-

3.) Who was Governor Keiner?

4.) How long did it take Franklin, age 17, to get from Boston to Philadelphia?
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